Grade 11 Media

Movie Story & Theme
Part 1: Script Writing

· Write a short fictional movie based on a story and theme from a movie you enjoy (class examples: Donnie Darko, The Breakfast Club and The Hurt Locker.  

· A theme is the main idea, message, or moral of a story. The message may be about life, society, or human nature.
· Your script must have 3 descriptive paragraphs (setting, actions, event) and 20 lines of dialogue.
Part 2: Storyboard

· Your story concept needs to include a 6-8 panel (1-2 page) storyboard that describes how your short film will unfold.

Part 3: Short Movie
· Translate your script & storyboard to video
· Consider quality over quantity. It’s better to keep the movie short, good quality and entertaining. 

· A student movie over 4 min starts to drag.
· Pay attention to shot selection, rule of thirds, lighting and audio quality

Example #1  Donnie Darko
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Example #2 The Hurt Locker
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Example #3 The Breakfast Club

Evaluation

Related Theme- Short Script & Video- Grade 11 Media

	Categories
	Mark/ Comments

	Story/ Writing

	

	Dialogue- is a convincing development to the movie.  It considers previous plot events and character development. 
	
0-1-2-3-4-



	Descriptive Paragraphs-  provides a strong sense of character development, setting ,conflict, etc…..

	
0-1-2-3-4-

	Communication-  alternate ending offers altered or additional detail to appeal to audience.


	
0-1-2-3-4-

	Research and Design Mark

	
/10



	Visual Planning


	

	Storyboard- offers an effective visual outline of events, plot and shot selection.

	
0-1-2-3-4-

	Screen Test- Rehearsal- illustrates a strong understanding of movement, expression, and vocal tone/ emotion.

	
0-1-2-3-4-

	Video Quality- camera work is clear, in focus, and steady (not shaky).  Proper lighting has been used.  The scenes are well framed.
	
0-1-2-3-4-



	Creativity- the entire production demonstrates creative effort from the dialogue/ plot to variety of camera angles.
	
0-1-2-3-4-



	Overall Studio Mark
	

%


• The ending of Donnie Darko is ambiguous and leaves room for interpretation.  The movie also deals with teenage issues such as depression and rebellion, as well as fear and love.





• Story ideas for a related theme may include (but are not limited to):





• A prequel or sequel that uses Donnie Darko as a returning character





• A troubled youth who escapes reality in a world of fantasy
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• The Hurt Locker provides many themes around the morality and violence of war.  The ending contrasts the battlefield to Will’s family life and raises the question, what has the theater of war become for William James? 





• Ideas for a related theme may include (but are not limited to):





• A person’s need to find an adrenaline rush with something dangerous





• There is nothing glorious about war or violent acts, and everyone involved suffers
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1.  The Breakfast Club is a comedy about five teenagers spending Saturday together in detention.  





2.  Ideas for a related theme may include (but are not limited to):





• Alone and in the group- each teen is a member of a different high school clique.





• Don't you forget about me (the theme song)- As the movie progresses, the teens realize that they are all deeper than their stereotypes.





• The movie explores how risk-taking can build self-esteem.














